
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; James P. “Sean” Viars; 

Geary Jonas; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       Tim Litz, Mayor, Michael Duncan                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief     

 

Administration Absent:   None    

 

Others Present: None  

 

          

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice-Mayor Yontz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the January 25, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for: Jonas, 

Yontz, Viars, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 

 

POLICE REPORT  
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Chief Breedlove stated that the town’s code book that the judge uses in court is out of date.  He 

brought it to the office to update.    He reported that he sat in on the interview process for the 

dispatch deputy director position at the county today. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This item is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated he would like to announce the 2022 

Heritage Day entertainment on Talk of the Town tomorrow on WYVE.  Vice-Mayor Yontz 

reported that the Heritage Day committee will meet prior to the March 8, 2022, council meeting. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Town Manager Childers stated that he and Chief Breedlove met 

with the town attorney regarding the Elm Avenue property. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 61-A – Town Manager Childers reported that the County Registrar approved 

the ordinance as is without changing the number of members. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – None 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Report will be included in the Town 

Manager’s report. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Report will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

• The Town and the Lane Group will meet tomorrow to go over some preliminary 

engineering for a potential future plan at Staley Spring.  This will be an update to 

preliminary engineering work completed in 2009. 

• I spoke with John Rife with TACS services about the Brown house.  He has had an 

appraisal done on this property including the house.  The value of the house came as $0.  

The Town and the County can come to some agreement on the property.  Unfortunately, 

this could take a few months. 
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• King Contractors is in town getting to start construction on Phases 9 and 10 of the 

sidewalk projects.  There have already been some issues that need to be addressed.  We 

will meet with Hurt and Proffitt tomorrow morning to go over some potential difficulties. 

• Mike Jones, Monica Patton, and myself completed job interviews last night.  We 

interviewed 6 potential candidates but have yet to make a decision about on the opening. 

• Phase 1 of the Sewer Replacement Project should begin very soon.  I’m expecting the 

construction company to set up mobilization in the next couple of weeks. 

Councilmember Viars asked how the work is progressing on the Downtown project.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is 

holding up the project due to COVID-19 in their office.  He added that the town cannot move 

forward until an official extension is received.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for February 8, 2022, were read and approved. 

 

 

CLOSED MEETING – DISCUSSION OF LEGAL CONSULTATION 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Yontz, seconded by Councilmember Hash to convene to 

a closed meeting in accordance with Code of Virginia §2.2-3711-A.7, consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or 

litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by 

a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such 

counsel. 

 

The motion was approved with the following voting in favor: Hash, Jonas, Lloyd, Viars, Yontz. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz called the regular meeting back into open session. 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Viars, seconded by Councilmember Jonas, to adopt the 

following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Rural Retreat Town Council has convened a closed meeting on this date 

pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia 

Freedom of Information Act; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712, paragraph D, of the Code of Virginia requires a certificate by 

this Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Retreat Town Council hereby 

certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting 

to which this certificate resolution applies, and (2) only such public business matters as were 
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identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by 

the Council. 

 

Roll Call Vote:     Ayes    Nays 

Peggy Hash        X 

Geary W. Jonas       X 

James N. Lloyd       X 

James P. “Sean” Viars      X 

Dale Yontz        X 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


